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T his new issue of Perspectives tackles the
issue of geopolitical strategy, when in a midst

of war in Europe, that is the invasion of Ukraine
by Russia, these issues have regained particular
and utmost importance by the nature of geo-
graphy and political will and intervention.

The first article by Yunus Emre Özigci, na-
med "On the Phenomenology of War and Peace
Studying the Ukrainian Event", further explores
the philosophical dimension of war and peace in
Ukraine. This method by means of applying an
ontological approach to Phenomenology, namely
using the background from Husserl and Heideg-
ger, tackles this issue and discusses it within an
international relations framework. As the author
frames in his article: "The study of war (and of
peace) is not exempt from the fundamental problem
of the IR theories, which is none other than the act
of theorising in a purely intersubjective field that
brings serious ontological and temporal problems
into the study." This is a, yet prevalent, and up-to-
date important reflection on today’s world, amidst
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which is still on-
going.

The second article, by Tlhokomelo Rethabile
Monethi, about: "Is Africa ready to join the block-
chain revolution? A feasibility study", is a clear
focused assessment of blockchain technology. This
emergent technology mostly applied on crypto-
asset markets has led to many stampedes, bursts,

and even collapses. But is yet relevant, as a tool
for practice as ledger registry, which might trace
all transactions and thus, help on avoiding corrup-
tion, and adding value to the public sector service,
by becoming more transparent and efficient. This
exercise is done by assessing its feasibility within
Africa, namely, in Nigeria, South Africa, and the
Central African Republic.

The third article by Solomon I. Ifejika, stu-
dies "Rising Incidences of Post-Electoral Disputes
in Nigeria: Implications for Democracy", the post-
electoral petitions, due to elections suspected mal-
practices and electoral disputes. The rule of law in
Nigeria, specifically applied to electoral practices
and results is scrutinized accordingly. This paper
has a clear political science approach, intertwined
with legal electoral practice and is worth reading
as a particular case study in Africa, Nigeria. The
author presents paths to more transparent electo-
ral practices and thus a more stable democracy,
with yet less post-electoral petitions.

The fourth article by Filipe Silva Fernandes,
under the title: "The civic and political parti-
cipation of young people in Portugal", also pre-
sents a political science approach, based upon a
questioner untangling the mystery of low political
participation and intervention by youngsters.

The results for all EU are known of low poli-
tical engagement, even with social networks, me-
dia, and political rallies and demonstrations. It is
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presented that in Portugal youngsters do tend to
participate even lower than in the rest of the EU.
This result, which does not come as a surprise,
might also explain low economic development and
low political and civil sentiment and engagement.
The results might explain and explore ways to
curtail those losses, and bring and foster a clear
and higher civil and political engagement in Por-
tugal. This essay might be also relevant to some
Mediterranean or Southwest Europe countries.

The fifth piece is a book review, by resuming
two books in Portuguese: Gaspar, Carlos. (2019).
"O Regresso da Anarquia: Os Estados Unidos, a
Rússia, a China e a Ordem Internacional."And
Gaspar, Carlos. (2020). "O Mundo de Amanhã".
These books are relevant for an established scholar
on the field of International Relations.

Thus, from the first article we start from a phi-
losophical/phenomenological view of the IR world
on the Ukraine war and peace, then, we approach
the issue of technology (blockchain in Africa), also
on a relevant yet global IR approach. The other
two articles, we have a political science approach,
respectively on Nigeria, electoral petitions, and on
low youngsters political and civil engagement in
Portugal.

So, for all being said, this Perspectivas issue,
is a journey across the geopolitical world, from
Europe, US and Africa, where we all get richer and
more acquainted with relevant research in politi-
cal science, international relations, international
law and even economics.

The editorial team.
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